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Sir: 



A telephone interview was conducted December 22, 2005 between Supervisory Patent 
Examiner Michael Lee, Examiner Kimberly Nguyen and applicant's representative George 
Blasiak. During the interview, the Examiners indicated that, after further examination of U.S. 
Patent No. 5,821,523, to Bunte et al. (Bunte) with reference to the claims, they had 
determined that Bunte might possibly affect the patentability of claim 30 and its dependants. 
Bunte had been previously examined, as is indicated in the Office Action dated May 6, 2005. 
During the interview, the Examiners requested applicant's representative to point out what 
were regarded to be the patentable distinctions of claim 30 relative to Bunte. Applicant's 



U. S. Patent Application No.: 09/858,163 
Official Communication Dated December 28, 2005 
Summary of Telephone Interview 



representative pointed out that it appeared that Bunte did not have at least the "searching" 
step of claim 30, but indicated that more time would be needed to more substantively identify 
and summarize patentably distinct features of claim 30 relative to Bunte (applicant's 
representative had been invited to the interview to discuss Bunte relative to claim 30 
approximately ten (10) minutes prior to the interview). For purposes of expediting 
allowance, without an allowance being delayed by formalization of another Office Action 
and the formulation of and presenting of arguments demonstrating that claim 30 is patentable 
over Bunte, applicant's representative, per the suggestion of the Examiners, agreed to allow 
the Examiners to cancel claim 30 and dependants with an Examiner amendment. The 
applicant's representative emphasized that the approval of the cancellation was contingent on 
the cancellation being without prejudice and emphasized that the applicant intended to carry 
forward claim 30 and its dependants in a continuing application. Accordingly, it was agreed 
by both parties that in the interest of efficiency, prosecution of claim 30 and its dependants 
would be carried forward into a continuing application. 
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